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PARTNERS IN MISSION
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SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF SPRINGFIELD
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Dear Friends,

PARTNERS
IN MISSION
“OUR MISSION, UNITING
NEIGHBOR WITH
NEIGHBOR AND
NEIGHBOR WITH GOD,
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE,
HAS BEEN CENTRAL TO
OUR LIFE SINCE OUR
FOUNDING IN 1650.”
S R . M AXYNE D. S CHNEIDER

So much of the good that any one
of us does is done with the collaboration of others. This is very much in
mind as we use the phrase “partners in
mission” to describe those who in any way support us and those
with whom we join forces for good. Our mission, uniting neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God, that all may be one,
has been central to our life since our founding in 1650. It is no
less compelling now than it was then, even if the particular
circumstances have continued to change through time. In this
issue of Witness you will see many partnerships.
At a time that many of you may remember well, our Sisters were
exclusively in the Catholic school system or in parishes. Now,
many of our Sisters, even several over the age of 80, minister at a
variety of sites, partnering with parishes, schools, agencies and the
correctional system. Our Justice and Peace Committee is composed of not only our Sisters and our closely connected Associates
and Agrégées, but also Sisters from other congregations, clergy
and laity. Shared aspects of mission are the basis for effective
partnership.
For many of our elder Sisters the mission is carried out in prayer.
Without the partnership of other religious congregations, especially the Boston Sisters of St. Joseph and the Daughters of the
Heart of Mary, we would be unable to care for them in a setting
that enables both community and spirituality to flourish.
We owe special thanks to you, our many donors, whose support
truly makes you partners in mission with us. With grateful hearts
we hold you in our prayer.

Maxyne D. Schneider, SSJ
President

DEIRDRE GRIFFIN, CANDIDATE FOR VOWED MEMBERSHIP IN THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH,
FAMILY SERVICE OF WESTERN
MASS WHERE SHE IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE NEW AMERICAN PROGRAM.
FRONT

COVER:

DISCUSSES REFUGEE RELOCATION ISSUES WITH HER STAFF AT THE JEWISH
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Q&A

From the Director
SR. MARY FERGUSON

Q.

Now that the Support the Sisters campaign is ending,
are the Sisters done with fundraising?

Prayer of
Remembrance
Risen Jesus,

We lovingly remember
our Sisters, family
members, benefactors
and friends who recently
entered eternal life and
now share fully in
Your Resurrection.

These people of great
integrity lived lives devoted
to non-violence, peace and
care for Humanity.

May their memory

A.

Great question! The campaign was planned and undertaken
with the knowledge that we would have to actually expand our fund
raising efforts in order to continue to provide for the Sisters’ basic
retirement needs. We are aware that many people made larger than
usual gifts because of the campaign, and we hope that our benefactors
will continue to support us as we move forward.

Q. What changes are envisioned by the Development Office?
A. Continuing to be responsible stewards of your generosity, we are
updating our mailing schedule. This will allow more flexibility and
opportunity as donors determine what and when works best for them. As
always, please feel free to contact us via phone, mail, or email, if you wish
to change when or how often you receive mail from us.
The financial challenges in a world of exorbitant cost inflation that the
Sisters of St. Joseph face remind us once again of the importance of you,
our faithful benefactors, as we rely on your prayers and financial support.

Q. Is it possible to set up donations on a regular basis?
A. Yes, many donors do this. You would continue to receive a

continue to inspire and
motivate each of us as we
continually strive to
“act justly, love tenderly
and walk humbly”
with You, our loving God.

Thank You note and Witness, but no other mail.

Alleluia!

amount you wish at the times you wish. Make checks payable to:
Sisters of St. Joseph, 577 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104.

Option 1: Go to our website: www.ssjspringfield.org. Click on

“Make a Gift” on the home page. Click on “Donate Now” and choose
from suggested amounts or use the box marked “other”. Chose “One
Time” or a recurring donation for monthly, quarterly, annually.
Option 2: Your own bank can set up a recurring donation in the

Option 3: Credit Card/Checks – we can process your credit card each
month for the amount you wish. You will receive the receipt in your
Thank You note. Some monthly donors, who use personal checks, prefer
a self-addressed business reply envelope, which we are happy to provide.
3
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Justice and Peace
PUSHING AGAINST THE TIDE

SR. DENISE GRANGER AND RETIRED SPRINGFIELD POLICE CAPTAIN LEE BENNETT ARE PICTURED IN FRONT OF
UNION STATION IN SPRINGFIELD, VIEWED BY SOME AS A POTENTIAL HOTSPOT FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

THE NEW

Sister Denise Granger has her work cut out for her. As Justice and Peace
Coordinator for the Sisters of St. Joseph, she says that “there’s not a lot
of justice and very little peace – you’re always pushing against the tide.”
Thankfully, she has some partners in mission to help her. Retired
Springfield Police Captain Lee Bennett is one of those partners. Bennett
serves on the SSJ Peace and Justice Committee along with several
Sisters, business owners and other members of the public. Their primary
focus right now is human trafficking in Western Massachusetts.
“It’s an issue across the country and we have an opportunity to change
the dynamic. Particularly with the new train station and MGM coming
to downtown Springfield.” Bennett says.

4

Our Justice and Peace Committee is
composed of not only our Sisters and
our closely connected Associates and
Agrégées, but also Sisters from other
congregations, clergy and laity. Shared
aspects of mission are the basis for
effective partnership.
S R . M AXYNE D. S CHNEIDER
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The committee is working with hotel owners, public
officials and transportation and medical personnel,
urging them to train their service workers to recognize
and address human trafficking.
“Human trafficking is absolutely here, right under our
noses, so training is a critical component of dealing
with this assault on humanity,” Sr. Denise says.
Can the committee be successful? “I think we can
make a dent,” Bennett says, “but it’s a huge, complex
issue. For example, what do we do with a victim when
we find one? There is no safe house in Western Mass.”
Bennett says the partnering of Sisters with community
representatives has been key, “Sisters were instrumental in getting this issue on the radar of local officials –
they have tenacity and passion.”
But for Sr. Denise, human trafficking is just one of
several issues on her agenda. She spearheaded the
formation of the Dear Neighbor Fund to help address
the most urgent needs in the community. It might be
winter coats for local school children, or socks for kids
at Homework House.
She also guides the Congregation in socially responsible investing, taking into consideration environment,
social and governance issues. “The idea is to use your
money to advance the common good,” she says.

Human trafficking is absolutely here,
right under our noses, so training is
a critical component of dealing with this
assault on humanity.
S R . D ENISE G RANGER
Whatever the project, Sr. Denise says, the Justice and
Peace Committee delivers the Mission – working
toward the day when “all will be one, uniting neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God.”

SRS. MARY PAT CARR, ROBERTA MULCAHY, ANN LYNCH, GINNY MAITLAND, BETSY SULLIVAN, WINNIE ROULIER,
CAROL HEBERT AND LORRAINE VILLEMAIRE LEND THEIR VOICES TO A RALLY ON CLIMATE CHANGE AT SPRINGFIELD’S CITY HALL.
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Support Team
PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

When Sr. Sally Marsh and more than a dozen other Sisters found out that
they needed to move because their motherhouse at Mont Marie in
Holyoke was closing, there were feelings of anxiety and sadness. But
thanks to a support team, the Sisters have adjusted and are thriving in
their new residences.
Some of the Sisters relocated to Bethany Health Care and St. Joseph Hall
in Framingham, others to the Fontbonne Convent in Milton, all facilities
owned and run by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.
The support team, comprised of Sr. Mary Duffy, Sr. Jean Schneider,
Sr. Rhea Quintin and Sr. Joan Schneider, helps with the day-to-day needs
of the Sisters in residence. “The invisible care that we give is as essential
as the physical,” said Sr. Mary. “You can call it moral support, spiritual
support, but the Sisters knew they weren’t going to be brought here and
forgotten.”
6

ABOVE: SR. CLARE O’BRIEN AND
SUPPORT TEAM MEMBER SR. JEAN

SCHNEIDER ENJOY A SONG AT BETHANY
HEALTH CARE IN FRAMINGHAM.
OPPOSITE, TOP: SR. EILEEN JOSEPH
CHRISTOPHER AND SUPPORT TEAM
MEMBER SR. MARY DUFFY WORK ON
AN ACTIVITY AT BETHANY HEALTH CARE,
FRAMINGHAM.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT: SR. MARY
DUFFY ACCOMPANIES SR. CHRISTINE
SWORDS TO THE CHAPEL AT BETHANY
HEALTH CARE.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT: SRS. IRENE
COMEAU, MARY LYONS, ALICE KENNEY
AND HELENE MICHAEL NIHILL PREPARE
FOR AN OUTING WITH THE HELP OF
MILTON SUPPORT TEAM MEMBER
SR. JOAN SCHNEIDER.
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For Sr. Teresa Moran, a resident of St. Joseph Hall, having the support team has been a blessing. “They’re very
generous with their time and we just feel right at home
asking them if we have to do this or that. They’re right
there for us,” said Sr. Teresa.
Sr. Sally, a resident of Bethany Health Care, agreed.
“It’s wonderful to have Sr. Mary or Sr. Jean here to
help us out. If I need anything at the store they get it.
If I need a check I get it. They’re very, very helpful.”
At the Fontbonne Convent, the day-to-day activities
like driving Sisters to doctor’s appointments or stores
(the Dollar Tree is the favorite) are similar. “We’re sort
of like a member of the community. We eat meals with
them. We go to Mass with them. Sometimes we take
them home to visit their family. If anybody has an emergency, we’re their companion to the hospital. We stay
with them until they get admitted or we bring them
back home so nobody is alone,” said Sr. Rhea.
Sr. Joan said she posts on the computer daily announcements, the prayer line and letters from the SSJ community in Springfield to keep the Sisters informed. She also
enjoys planning activities such as movie nights or
holiday events, like the recent Wizard of Oz - themed
Halloween. “They served us for so many years that it’s
really a privilege for me and Sr. Rhea to be here, being
able to serve them.”

“The invisible care that we give is as essential
as the physical...You can call it moral support,
spiritual support, but the Sisters knew they weren’t
going to be brought here and forgotten.”
S R . M ARY D UFFY
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OVER 80 AND STILL ACTIVE

Sr. Anne Marie Wildenhain

Sister Anne Marie Wildenhain can be found
every Thursday morning, serving up breakfast with a smile
to well over 100 hungry souls at St. John’s Food for the
Poor program in Worcester. On most mornings the Xavier
Center is a beehive of activity, both with the people receiving their food and the volunteers scrambling to fulfill their
requests. Sr. Anne Marie is an oasis of calm amidst the bustle, offering a kind word or sharing a laugh as she spreads
bagels and toasts bread, nonstop, for three hours at a time.
Mind you, this is what she enjoys doing on her days off,
as a volunteer. She still has her regular job serving
St. Richard’s in Sterling, Mass., as a pastoral associate. “I’ve
been doing pastoral ministry for 28 years,” she said, then
slyly added, “I’m not young, you know.”

“Bringing the Eucharist to people is a great
privilege. They are so happy to receive God.
It’s a very important part of my life...”
S R . A NNE M ARIE W ILDENHAIN
Her long tenure at St. Richard’s followed a career in teaching for 34 years, much of it in Newport, Rhode Island. She
eventually became certified in pastoral ministry and ended
up at St. Richard’s.
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Sr. Shirley Davis

“I bring communion to the sick and the homebound,”
Sr. Anne Marie said, describing her duties for the past three
decades. “Bringing the Eucharist to people is a great privilege. They are so happy to receive God. It’s a very important
part of my life. They can talk to me about any problems they
have. We have a good rapport. They’re so grateful.”
“I’ve been with the SSJs for 68 years,” she added. “I am
very grateful to God for my vocation, and to be able to
bring God to ordinary people who are happy to receive
Him.” Sr. Anne Marie still finds time, in her busy life, to
play pickup softball games a couple of times a week. “I just
turned 87,” she quipped. “I do what I can for my age!”

“When I had completed 53 years of active ministry in the
various levels of education, I saw throughout my career a
number of older Sisters who continued to serve in whatever
ways that were possible for them,” Sister Shirley Davis
noted as she described her own continuing ministry. “I saw
the peace and the sense of accomplishment and the loving
personalities that they themselves enjoyed as a result, and I
just wanted to be a part of that.”
For the past seven years, Sr. Shirley, now 80, has been doing
just that, serving at the Vermont Achievement Center in
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Rutland. She tutors high school level students, many with
a history of academic and behavioral difficulties. “A lot of
these kids are foster kids, so they’ve had many homes, but
none they can truly call their own,” she said. “Some of our
children are brilliant students who just can’t manage their
behaviors very well. This is a place where they get another
chance.”

“I’m just barely over 80, so the kids can’t
figure out how I’ve lived so long,”
S R . S HIRLEY D AVIS
Sr. Shirley’s background as a teacher and administrator made
her a natural fit for the Foster Grandparent Program she
now serves. It places volunteers over the age of 55 into
school settings to assist both teachers and students in achieving their educational goals. “I do tutoring, I do reading, I
do various things that an aide might do.”
“I’m just barely over 80, so the kids can’t figure out how
I’ve lived so long,” she added with a laugh. “I only work
four days a week and I invariably get some student asking,
‘Why don’t YOU have to come in on Fridays?’ And I tell
them age has its privileges.”
“Unity and reconciliation is a big part of what the SSJs
are about, and that’s what’s happening here,” she said.
“There’s always some reconciliation needed here and there
with the boys I work with. I think my presence says something to the kids as well. I call it ‘jollying the kids along.’ If
they are in a bad mood, I try to help them out of it. The
opportunity is there – I’m not a threat to them. I’m not their
disciplinarian. And it makes a huge difference. I’m only there
to love them, so that’s what I try to do.”

Sr. Therese L’Heureux

“People sometimes ask me if I’m looking
forward to retiring, but I can’t do that.
There are too many things that need to be done.
And besides, what would I do with myself?”
S R . T HERESE L’H EUREUX

Following Sister Therese L’Heureux as she makes
her rounds at the Atlantis Charter School in Fall River is not
for the faint of heart. There are three stories of never-ending
tasks – everything from replenishing toilet paper to persuading a recalcitrant boiler to fire up. But whatever the task,
Sr. Therese is the right woman for the job.
She knows this building better than anyone. Prior to its current incarnation as a charter school, it was the convent for
the Sisters of St. Joseph of LePuy, Fall River, where she
began her own religious life 74 years ago. The Fall River
Community merged with Springfield in the 70s.

various maintenance tasks for low income people in the
neighborhood. And any time a fellow Sister needed help, Sr.
Therese would show up in her pickup truck, toolbox in hand.
In addition to her handywoman skills, Sr. Therese is a master
carpenter. She has constructed many fine pieces including
desks, tables, chairs and playground equipment, for schools
and communities. “People needed something, I would build
it,” she said.

Like many Sisters of St. Joseph, Sr. Therese started her professional life as a teacher, but was soon drawn to another form
of service. “I’ve always enjoyed taking things apart, seeing
how they work, and putting them back together,” she said.

Sister has just turned 90 and she did note the years have
slowed her down somewhat. “They won’t let me climb up
ladders anymore,” she said, pointing to some big pressure
tanks installed in the basement ceiling. “I’ve been up there
plenty of times. Now I mostly keep an eye on things, and
notify others if something needs attention.”

This interest evolved into a career in building maintenance,
nearly all of it self-taught. If an outlet required rewiring, or
if the plumbing sprang a leak, Sr. Therese could get the job
done. During her “off ” hours, she would volunteer to do

“People sometimes ask me if I’m looking forward to retiring,” she adds. “But I can’t do that. There are too many
things that need to be done. And besides, what would I do
with myself?”
9
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Almost

There

With gifts and pledges exceeding $7.5 million, the Support the Sisters
campaign has done much to shore up the Sisters of St. Joseph retirement fund. Led by an incredible group of volunteers, the campaign
surpassed its original goal of $5 million, and is well on its way to a
revised goal of $8 million.

Nearly 4,000 generous benefactors have contributed to the campaign, which has wrapped up in the
Greater Springfield area. Campaign activities continue in some of the other regions where the Sisters
have served, including the Worcester, Providence, R.I., and Burlington, Vt. Dioceses.
Leadership – Volunteer efforts, led by central campaign
co-chairs, Cathedral alumnus Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr. and
St. Thomas alumnus John E. Foley, cannot be overstated. The
chairs, their cabinet members and a host of others jumped in to
plan and execute the campaign on the Sisters’ behalf.
Regional Fund Raising – While the campaign was based in
Springfield, benefactors from Holyoke, Northampton, Westfield,
Vermont, Worcester and Rhode Island, stepped up to help make
a secure retirement a reality for the Sisters.
Moving Ahead – The campaign was undertaken with the knowledge that we would have to continue – and expand – our fund
raising in order to generate adequate funding for the Sisters’
retirement. The Sisters of St. Joseph will continue providing
opportunities for those interested in contributing.

We are pleased to introduce...
The Friends of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield, Inc. ,
a separate non-profit corporation, which will allow us to accept
funds from donors and organizations that might not otherwise
be able to support the Sisters. Members of the corporation and
a board of trustees have been formed to govern The Friends.
CAMPAIGN FUNDS PROVIDE FOR SR. LUCILLE BERTRAND
SR. JEAN SCHNEIDER,
SHOWN HERE ON THE GROUNDS OF BETHANY HEALTH
CARE IN FRAMINGHAM.

AND SUPPORT TEAM MEMBER

CONTACT SR. MARY FERGUSON 413-271-7575

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

WISH LIST
Bed Transfer Bar

$75.

Recliner Lift Chair

$1,200.

Sisters of SaintJoseph 21st ANNUAL

GOLF

CLASSIC

MON., AUGUST 28, 2017

SPRINGFIELD COUNTRY CLUB

TO BENEFIT THE CARE OF OUR RETIRED SISTERS

Contact:
Sr. Eleanor Harrington golfclassic@ssjspringfield.com
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INCOMING LEADERSHIP TEAM (2017-2022)

Left: Sr. Angela Deady, Vice President, Sr. Shirley Anne Campbell,

Sr.Patricia Smith, Sr. Joan Ryzewicz, President

GRAND MARSHAL

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Congratulations to Sister Jane Morrissey,
Grand Marshal of this year's St. Patrick's
Day Parade in Holyoke!
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Yearly membership: $100 up front or $10 per month
First drawing September 21, 2017
SSJ 500 Club
c/o Development Office
577 Carew Street
Springfield, MA 01104
(413) 536 - 0853
development@ssjspringfield.com

Sr. Lillian Reilly, Sr. Carol Hebert

CLUB

Sr. Betsy Sullivan, Vice President

1st Prize – $500
2nd Prize – $200
3rd Prize – $100

Standing: Sr. Virginia Maitland,

500

Seated: Sr. Maxyne Schneider, President,

Email _________________________________________________________

Phone (______) ________________________________________________

City_________________________ State______ Zip ________________

Address _______________________________________________________

Credit card #___________________________________________________
Exp.______________________________ Security Code _______________
Name _________________________________________________________

PAYMENT:

❏ Monthly ❏ Yearly
❏ Cash/Check ❏ Credit Card ❏ Visa
❏ MasterCard ❏ Discover ❏ American Express

Checks payable to: Sisters of St. Joseph

(service begins June 25, 2017)

SSJ 500 Club

to our new Leadership Team.

Monthly drawings for each
group of 500 members !

Welcome

For safe, quick, and easy online registration visit our web site:
www.ssjspringfield.org. Or fill out the form below and mail in.

to our outgoing Leadership Team.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield

OUTGOING LEADERSHIP TEAM
(2011-2017)

please cut at dotted line
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Best Wishes

Partners in Mission 2017

SSJ 500 Club

www.ssjspringfield.org

PARTNERS IN MISSION
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DEIRDRE GRIFFIN,
A CANDIDATE FOR
VOWED MEMBERSHIP,
DISCUSSES REFUGEE
RELOCATION ISSUES
WITH HER STAFF AT
THE JEWISH

Refugee Resettlement
The poster on the wall over Deirdre Griffin’s shoulder reads
“with outstretched arms…” The phrase is apropos since
Griffin, a candidate for vowed membership in the Sisters of
St. Joseph, is in charge of laying out the welcome mat for
area refugees.
As the New American Program Director for Jewish Family
Service of Western Mass, she supervises staff and coordinates
additional services for the refugee resettlement program.
This year the program welcomed more than 200 people
from all over the world but Griffin says the rhetoric of the
election has stirred up fear. The resettlement program is
federally funded.

Witness

Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield
577 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104
413-536-0853 x298

FAMILY
SERVICE OF
WESTERN MASS.

Griffin is herself a child of two immigrant parents. She
is also an attorney who has worked in immigration law.
An SSJ Agrégée since 2011, she sees her work as a
ministry – recognizing the sacredness of each person, the
diversity of religion, the value of hospitality. “It’s a privilege to be able to create that space,” she says. “The heart
of our work is uniting neighbor to neighbor and making
them feel like they have a safe place to live and begin to
heal from the violence that they’ve experienced.”
For details on our Agrégée and Vowed Memberships
please visit: www.ssjspringfield.org.

Witness is published annually for the members, benefactors and
friends of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield. • We do not
share, sell or rent our mailing list. Please notify us if you receive
duplicates of the newsletter, if your name is misspelled or if you
no longer wish to receive Witness. • The Sisters of St. Joseph
have been granted an exemption under IRS group ruling 928
and therefore, any contributions to the SSJs are deductible for
federal income tax purposes.

development@ssjspringfield.com

www.ssjspringfield.org
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