
Dear Friend,

As I enjoy the pleasure of conversations 
with you, our loyal supporters, I am awed by
your recollections and cherished memories. 

Your stories highlight ministries lovingly 
embraced over the years and the Sisters’ 
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compassion for all people. 

Likewise, the Sisters’ lives have been enriched

by you. Your hand of friendship has supported

them during many years of service. They are 

all grateful for you in their lives.

At age seven and suffering from polio, Sr. Eunice
Tassone asked God to let her walk again and
promised that she would devote her life to Him.
At seventeen, she entered the SSJs. 

Fast forward to 1984 in North Adams, MA. After
watching a documentary on Haiti, Sr. Eunice’s
youth group became determined to find a hands-
on way to help. They raised money and then 
travelled to a remote village in Haiti. The 
villagers, who had never seen Westerners, 
exclaimed, “We have been waiting for you since
1804!” The “Haiti Plunge” was born.

Youth and adult volunteers now travel to Haiti
seven or eight times each year and work with
nine different villages. A committee from each
village assesses their own needs before propos-
ing how the volunteers can best help them. Six
schools, bathrooms, a clinic, and a birthing unit
have been built in areas of extreme poverty, and
volunteer engineers and construction workers
have tackled many a sinkhole on essential 
roadways. 

“Look at those to whom we minister.
How can we change the stranger 

into a neighbor?”

One day in 1970, Sr. Cecilia James Mahoney
opened the door to find a man from Africa 
who was actually looking for a different 
religious order. He had been accidently—or 
providentially—dropped off at the SSJ mother-
house by a confused driver.  

The Bishop of Kisii, Kenya was on a quest to find
women religious teachers to help develop and
staff schools in Africa. From this auspicious 
beginning our pioneer ministry in developing
countries was born. 

In responding to this divine call, then president
Sr. Mary Dooley initiated 50 years of service with
foreign ministries that continues today. This
issue of “news from               “ takes you, our faith-
ful supporters, behind the scenes with one of our 
Sisters who was once challenged by a youth
group to help them “make a real difference.”

SR. CECILIA JAMES MAHONEY IN KENYA, EARLY 1970S

From the desk of Karen Hoke, 
Executive Director of Friends
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
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This issue of Friends
will take you around the world in ten
minutes with Sisters of St. Joseph of
Springfield. We hope that you enjoy it.

FRIENDS OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH



Please consider becoming a member of the 
Sister Mary Dooley Legacy Circle by leaving a 
Charitable Bequest to the SSJs. In the years 
ahead, your legacy gifts will be used to support
our Sisters in retirement and the ministries 
they care about.

We thank you for your generosity in the past, 
in the present, and if possible, in the future. 
Your gifts have helped the Sisters devote them-
selves to others. In this way you have made a 
real difference in countless lives. 

Be assured that the Sisters continue to hold 
you in their prayers.      

Sincerely,

Sisters of St. Joseph
Friends

OF SPRINGFIELD

Did you miss the first issue of “news from
” in November? Please let me know if

you would like a printed copy or an electronic
copy. If you prefer to receive this electronically 
or would like to cancel simply send me an
email at friends@ssjspringfield.com or call
me a t 413.271.7573. Thank you! 

www.ssjspringfield.org 
Facebook: Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield

Also, the volunteers are encouraged to tap into
their own strengths and talents. One day, two 
of the boys had the idea to make tin gutters to 
collect rain water. This year, volunteers will 
build gutter units for 38,000 people in the 
remote village of Brely, which has no running
water or electricity.

“It’s a very challenging program. The kids get 
out of their comfort zone,” Sr. Eunice notes.
“They communicate with the Haitians using
hands and facial expressions. Typically, there’s 
no running water, we sleep in tents . . . and
there’s no social media for 10 days!” 

A Gift of a Lifetime
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Since 2010, Sr. Maureen
Kervick has served as 
the administrator of the 
National Marian Shrine 
in Mandeville, Jamaica,
where she hosts and 
works with service groups
from colleges, universities,
and various parishes from
the US and Canada.

“The gentle people of
West Africa have left an
imprint on my heart that
can never be washed
away.” In a remote 
village in West Africa
that has no electricity 
or running water, 
Sr. Linda Wilk works 

to improve the lives of orphans and other vul-
nerable children and widows. 

Called To Serve
Besides Africa, Haiti, and Jamaica our Sisters
have served in South Korea, India, Guatemala,
Shanghai, and Nicaragua, among other places
since the1970s. They established schools,
trained teachers, and taught in remote villages
and in colleges around the world, everything
from traditional academics to home economics, 
religious education, and AIDS education. The
Sisters worked with refugees and orphans, 
and established essential programs and human
services that eventually expanded to multiple
communities.

Although few of our Sisters still serve in 
far-flung places, they keep loving eyes on the
evolution of the seeds they once sowed. As Sr.
Eunice said recently, “When it’s time to step
aside and let others step in with their own 
gifts, it’s all part of the Mission.” 

“But it’s a transformative time,” Sister continues.
She tells the volunteers that they will get more
out of the experience than the native Haitians
and it will impact their lives. “For example, when
you give food to a very hungry child and watch
him check that the younger kids are fed before 
he eats his portion, you are changed.” 

It’s most gratifying to Sr. Eunice that in recent
years members of the first youth groups returned
to Haiti again—this time with their own children
in tow. In Haiti, Sister believes, volunteers are
able to fully grasp a scripture she often quotes: 
“I am the visible image of an invisible God.” 
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