
Dear Friend,

As the holiday season approaches, soon 

to bring all kinds of busyness to our days, 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you 

for all you do for the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
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AS YOU KNOW, the Sisters have been a gift to
our church and our world since they came to the
Springfield Diocese in 1880. In their earliest days
they established schools for the immigrant
Catholic population. They visited the almshouse
regularly. They also visited the York Street Jail,
where they provided a choir for Mass and 
established a library. 

Like our early Sisters, who were called to 
analyze the needs of the city and respond, our
Sisters today continue to do the same. They 
engage in ministries that flow from their 
Mission: to live and work so that all people may 
be united with God and with one another. �

fromFriends
Your support assists the Sisters 

in their retirement and helps keep SSJ 

ministries active in our communities. 

The purpose of this letter is to share 

updates about the Sisters of St. Joseph 

and to encourage your continued support.

From the desk of Karen Hoke, 
Executive Director of

Friends of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Springfield

One Mission –– 
Many Ministries

Notes From 
Our Ministries

The Sisters of St. Joseph continue their work in  
a wide variety of ministries. With daily prayer 
for the world and for people in need, parish 
ministry, education, and a myriad of other 
undertakings that live out the Mission, the 
Sisters make each and every day count. 
Below are just a few updates on initiatives 
that better our communities and our world. 

The JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE contin-
ues to play an active role in the resistance to 
sexual exploitation. Women who sell themselves
for such purposes are often “recruited” as teens
or young women. They generally come from 
difficult lives, and are simply too young to fully
understand the ramifications of “the life.” 
Many of the communities in which we live are 
experiencing this dehumanizing problem, and
raising awareness is key to eradicating it. 
In collaboration with other members of the
broader community, the Justice and Peace 
Committee is working on ways to aid women 
and girls caught up in this struggle. 

We hope that you enjoy this 
news from It is short 
enough to read with a cup of tea, 
but long enough to share our story.

At times, our own light goes out and is
rekindled by a spark from another 

person. Each of us has cause to think
with deep gratitude of those who have

lighted the flame within us. 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER

Friends .



We had a good response to the Sister Mary 
Dooley Legacy Circle brochure mailing. Several 
of you called just to chat! I loved hearing your
wonderful stories of your SSJ days and hope 
that my phone continues to jingle throughout 
the year! 

As I get to know those whose lives the Sisters
touched over the years, my admiration continues
to build. My sincere thanks for all you do to 
support the Sisters and their ministries. They
continue to pray for you and your loved ones.         

Sincerely,

Sisters of St. Joseph
Friends

OF SPRINGFIELD

If you prefer to receive this communication 
electronically in the future, or would like to 
cancel, simply send me an email at
friends@ssjspringfield.com or call me at
413.271.7573. Thank you!

For more information, please visit the SSJ 
website at www.ssjspringfield.org. Also you 
can find the Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield 
on Facebook.    

The SSJs are committed to live in deeper union
with all creation and reverently care for Earth.
In August, the SEED COMMITTEE (Sharing 
in Earth’s Ecological Design) led the entire 
Congregation in programs reflecting our shared
responsibility for the world. The committee 
energizes our union with the earth through 
education, spirituality of ecology, and active 
organization of and participation in relevant 
efforts. This includes a monthly book club, 
writing informational articles, sponsoring 
Solstice celebrations and labyrinth walks, and 
involvement with actions for climate change. 
The SEED Committee asks us all to do 
whatever we can to protect creation and 
our common home. �

Exploring the theme “BECOMING A PRESENCE IN OUR WORLD” a group of fifty-five women 
gathered in March to contemplate spirituality, 
celebrate the joy of the feast, and share blessings
and community prayer. Begun in 2014 as part of
Women’s History Month, the National Catholic 
Sisters Week organization (NCSW) provided a 
mini-grant for the event, which Sister Natalie Cain
facilitated along with a small group of volunteers.
With “Sisterhood” at the heart of the event, Sisters
and invited guests celebrated the gift and power 
of the sacred presence among us all. 

TheFriends of the Sisters of St. Joseph was
established in 2017 to provide a structure for 
gifts that may be saved for important uses 
beyond our annual fundraising year. The Retire-
ment Fund, for example, holds in trust those 
gifts that our donors have directed to help with 
the Sisters’ needs in their retirement years.

Recently, theFriends established a Mission
Fund. This gives our donors the opportunity to
help with continuing the Mission and ministries 
of the Sisters into the future. 

Among the Sisters’ current ministries are 
after school programs, thrift shops, food pantries,
parish outreach programs, and education. Also,
they work with the homeless, refugees, incarcer-
ated women, and people in need in Haiti and
Burkina Faso.

We hope that you will think of us if you are 
able to leave a charitable bequest. What a legacy
that would be! �

Introducing the 
New Mission Fund 

A Word of Thanks!

577 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104

Karen Hoke 
Executive Director

Please 
take a 
moment to 
drop a line or 
to comment on 
“news from Friends.”
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